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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the supptemsntary partiat European search report under 
fluje 45(1) I=PC relating to the above-mentioned European patent appfcatlon. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention Is drawn to the following: ' 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the Invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has. been f3ed up-to 30 June 1999. the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR B69,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EP& 
See also OJ EPO 08/1999, 405. 

Moreover, the Search Division considers thai the present European patent application does not 
comply w3h the provisions of the European Patent Convention to such an extent that it le not 
possible to cany out a meaningful search into the state of the art on the basis of some of the 
claims: reference Is made to sheet C. which Is attached to the search report 

X Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cltedto the supplementary European search report Is 
(are) enclosed as wen. 



Note to users of the.automatic debiting procedure: 




Unless the EPO receives prior Instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
• debiting procedure. Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1 B99. 
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1. Claims: 61-64 

method of filling a bone defect ^rlsljw tn«W the bone 
defect with a rigid material consisting essentially of 
chUin or chltosan. 

2. Claims: 56 (whole), 57-60 (part) 
composition for promoting the growth and strengthening of 
bone comprising a mixture of 

- hyaluronic acid, 

- cancellous bone, and 

- demoralized bone matrix 

and method of inducing bone formation In { ^rgritj 
applying such a composition to a site In the verteorate 
where bone formation is desired. 

3. Claims: 54-55 (whole), 57-60 (part) 
composition for promoting the growth and strengthening of 
bone comprising a mixture of 

- chitosan or chltosan derivative 

- alginate 

- cancellous bone, and 
• deminerallzed bone matrix 

and method of Inducing bone formation in J vertebrate 
applying such a composition to a site 1n the vertebrate 
where bone formation 1s desired. 

4. Claims: 50-53 (whole), 57-60 (part) 

composition for promoting the growth and strengthening of 
bone comprising a mixture of 

- alginate, 

- calcium, 

- cancellous bone, and 

- deminerallzed bone matrix 

and method of Inducing bone formation in a vertebrate 
applying such a composition to a site in the vertebrate 
where bone formation 1s desired. 

5. Claims: 46-49 (whole), 57-60 (part) 

composition for promoting the growth and strengthening of 
bone comprising a mixture of 

- a chltosan or chltosan derivative, 

- cancellous bone, and 

- deminerallzed bone matrix 
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T^e sea-;,, oyfeion considers that me ptesem European patera application ^"j^^!** 6 
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and method of inducing bone formation in a vertebrate 
applying such a composition to a site 1n the vertebrate 
where bone formation 1s desired. 

6. Claims: 1-45 (whole), 57-60 (part) 

composition comprising four components selected from 
(a) one or more anglogenesl s-stimul at ing mater als such as 
fibroblast growth factors, vascular endothelial growth 

(bTone or C more osteoinductive materials such as 
deminerallzed bone matrix, non-decalc1f1ed bone matrix, 

(c) one or more scaffolding materials such as cancellous 
bone, chitosan etc. , 

(d) one or more gel materials such as chitosan, alginate, 
hyaluronic acid etc. 

and method of inducing bone formation 1n a vertebrate 
applying such a composition to a site in the vertebrate 
where bone formation is desired. 

The application relates to a plurality of inventions 1n the sense of 
Article 82 EPC for the following reasons. 

The problems to be solved in respect of the present application are 
distinct and separate, namely "how to fill a bone defect", "how to 
Induce bone formation In a vertebrate", "how to promote the growth and 

STSSmoS of ?hese e problems, i.e. provision of multiple compositions 
e g comprising a rigid material consisting essentially of chitm or 
chitosan, or a mixture of hyaluronic add, cancellous bone and 

deminerallzed bone matrix, or a mixture of chitosan or chitosan 

derivative, alginate, cancellous bone and deminerallzed bone matrix, or 
a mixture of alginate, calcium, cancellous bone, and deminerallzed bone 
matrix or a mixture of a chitosan or chitosan derivative, cancellous 
bone, and deminerallzed bone matrix, or a composition comprising four 
components selected from (a) to (d). are considered to be separate and 
distinct because the mixtures are different and do not necessarily have 

comoonents in common. . . , 

Moreover, since the compositions are different, there can be no single 
general inventive concept In the sense of Article 82 EPC to link each of 
the claimed combinations. 
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